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National Day of Kenya

Publicity

Kenya-Japan relations continue to thrive

By S. K. Maina, MBS
Ambassador of Kenya

Today, Dec. 12, marks the 52nd
independence anniversary of the
Republic of Kenya. Accordingly, on
this auspicious occasion, | wish at
the outset to convey warm greet-
ings and best
wishes ta Their
Majesties the
Emperor and
Empress as well
as the govern-
ment and the
friendly peaple
of Japan. | also
take this oppor-
tunity to pay
special tribute to all Kenyan nation-
als resident in Japan for their re-
lentless commitment to Kenya's
cause, and indeed all distinguished
readers of The Japan News.

As we celebrate this event here in
Japan, I wish to reflect on our cor-
dial relationship with Japan that
dates back to immediately after the
attainment of our independence.
Indeed our collaboration has con-
tinued on an increasingly upward
trend beyond the confines of offi-
cial development assistance pro-
grams to more strategic partner-
ships based on mutual respect,
common trust and shared values.
This is clearly manifested through
enhanced engagements between
the business communities in both
countries and the exchange of
high-level visits by high ranking
state and government officials as
well as by top business executives
in the recent past.

Notable examples of successful
exchange visits and engage-
ments in the [ast one year alone
include an official visit to Japan
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by His Excellency President
Uhuru Kenyatta in March to at-
tend the Disaster Risk Reduction
Conference in Sendai; an official
visit by Her Excellency the First
Lady in August for the World
Assembly for Women conference
in Tokyo; an inaugural visit to
Kenya by the new JICA President,
Dr. Shinichi Kitaoka; various minis-
terial official visits; Kenyan semi-
nars in Japan on energy, Kenya
Ports Authority, Special Economic
Zone; the Kenya-Japan Business
Farum held in Nairobi, and round-
table discussions between top
Japanese business executives and
His Excellency President Kenyatta
in Nairobi.

Our two countries’ commitment
to strengthen strategic partnerships
is also evidenced by heightened bi-
lateral engagements in support of
Kenya' s development blueprint
Vision 2030 in key areas such as
hydra and geothermal energy de-
velopment; an oil pipeline project,
the expansion and modernization
of Mombasa port and its surround-
ing areas; agricultural develop-
ment; human resource develop-
ment and health-sector reforms.

As the gateway to Eastern and
Central Africa, Kenya occupies a
special position in Japan’s diplo-
matic relations with Africa. Today,
Kenya hosts one of the largest
Japanese communities in Africa
{about 700 Japanese nationals)
and is the regional headquarters
for all of Japan’s major agencies
— JICA, JETRO and JBIC — as
well as its largest trading houses.
Currently there are approximately
50 Japanese companies operating
in Kenya, the second-largest num-
ber in Sub-Saharan Africa. Japan
is now Kenya's leading develop-
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Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta meets Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

during an official visit to Tokyo in March.

ment partner in Sub-Saharan
Africa particularly in five priority
areas, namely: economic infras-
tructure, agriculture, health, edu-
cation and environment.

Host of TICAD VI Summit

This strong momentum is a
clear demonstration of our two
countries’ earnest efforts in deep-
ening further mutually beneficial
cooperation in various fields of de-
velopment. Kenya, on its part, has
prioritized its engagements along
the Tokyo International Con-
ference on African Development
{TICAD) framework upon which it
is furthering its cooperation with
Japan. It is on the premise of
Kenya’ s commitment to TICAD

that indeed informed our decision
to offer Nairobi as host city for the
TICAD VI Summit next year. The
haonor to host this very important
forum is a clear recognition that
Kenya and Africa in general are
ripe for mutually profitable part-
nerships with Japan.

As you are probably aware, this
will be the first time that the TICAD
conference is held outside Japan,
and most importantly in Africa,
since its inception in 1993. The
event comes at an opportune mo-
ment when Japan’s engagement
with Africa is witnessing an upward
trend following the successful con-
clusion of the TICAD V Summit that
was held in June 2013 in Yoko-
hama under the theme “Hand in

Hand with a More Dynamic Africa.”
Holding the TICAD VI Summit in
Africa therefore serves to reaffirm
TICAD's principle of African-owned
development initiatives and gen-
uine global partnership upon which
the TICAD process was founded.
Like all African countries, Kenya be-
lieves that the initiative will give the
continent’s ordinary citizens the op-
portunity to get a sense of owner-
ship of the TICAD process and ap-
preciate its significance in con-
tributing to Africa’s growth.

Preferred FDI destination

On its part, Kenya has positioned
itself as a preferred foreign direct
investment destination in the
Eastern Africa region. This is well
demonstrated through economic
reforms that promote foreign in-
vestments, development of func-
tional institutions, human resource
development, and enhanced re-
gional integrations. Most impor-
tantly, Kenya is committed to low-
ering the cost of doing business
through extensive business regula-
tory reforms.

Milestone steps evidenced in
modernizing railways, seapoarts, air-
ports and development of geather-
mal power stations all put Kenya
on an accelerated developmental
pedestal. This is further comple-
mented by Kenya being a member
of both the East African Com-
munity (EAC) and the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA) economic region-
al blocs, which both have a com-
bined market population of over
400 million.

Indeed, Kenya's position as the
economic, commercial and logis-
tical hub in eastern Central Africa
places the country as ane of the

best investment destinations glob
ally. Foreign direct investrent has
been on the rise and its growth is
the strongest in the East Africa re-
gion. Additionally, the rebased
gross domestic praduct figure of
$58.1 billion in 2014 elevated
Kenya to a lower middle-income
country, one of the largest eco-
nomies in Sub-Saharan Africa and
among the fastest growing in the
world. In the region, Kenya is the
dominant economy in the East
Africa Community, contributing to
more than 40 percent of the re-
gion’s GDP.

On the tourism front, | am
pleased ta reiterate that Japanese
tourists are a very special niche of
the market for Kenya as a tourism
destination by virtue of their value-
oriented consumption and eager-
ness to learn from their travel ex-
periences. It is in this regard, that
the Japanese market has been
earmarked as one of the potential
sources to contribute to Kenya's
goal of becoming ane of the top
long haul tourist destinations in
the world offering a high-end, di-
verse and distinctive visitor expe-
rience. In pursuing this goal, the
Embassy of Kenya is closely work-
ing together with the Kenya
Tourism Board on measures to in
crease Kenya'’s visibility within the
Japanese market and indeed ad-
dress other pertinent issues that
are of particular concern to
Japanese travelers, We therefore
encourage continued collabora-
tion with the tourism stakeholders
on promoting Kenya's many dis-
tinctive products and increasing
Japanese travel to Kenya.

For more information about
Kenvya, kindly visit our website at
http//Awww.kenyarep-jp.com
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KONOIKE CONSTRUCTION CO.ATO.

<Hikarigaoka Campus>
7-5-1 Hikarigaoka, Netima-ku,
Tokyo 179-0072

Hours: &30 am to 5:00 p.m

Tel: 03-6904-3102

Fax: 03-5997-0091

<Meguro Campus>

2-11-5 Aobadai, Meguro-ku,
Tokyo 153-0042

Hours: 8:30 s.m. t0 4:30 pm

Tel: 03-5428-4488

Fax: 03-5456-1800

Japan Kenya Friendship Association

4-9-14, Kugahara, Ota-ku, Tokyo [46-0085 Japan
TEL 03-5747-3411  BAX 03-5747-3412
URL hitp:/fwww jkfa-tq.com/

E-mail jkfa-info®jkfa-hg.com

Tel:03-3545-2266 Fax:03-3545-3338
http://www.kiyomura.co.jp

Head Office

6.1, Kitakynhojimachi & chome, Chuo-ku, Ozaka, Japan
Tel: +81.6-6245-6500 http://www konoike.co jp
Tokyo Main Office

7-5, Minamisuna 2-chome, Kato-ku, Tokyo, Japan
Tel: +81.3-5617-7860

Congratulations
to the People of
the Republic of KENYA
on the 52nd Anniversary of
Their Independence

V') )4

M Line

tokyo metropolitan
=
TM Line Co.,
Li ine service in E
[ Quality & Jap t
THE ITOYAMA TOWER111
3-7-18, Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0073 Japan

Tel: 03-5439-5407 Fax: 03-5439-5408
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» TOYO CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD.

2-4-24, Aomi, Kato-ku, Tokyo 135-0064, Japan
Tel: +81-(0)3-6361-5480

http://www.toyo-const.co.jp/

Congratulations
on Kenya’s Independence Day!
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